BERKS COUNTY

The Department provides the following programs and specialized services:

Anti-Gang Initiative — The two (2) adult probation officers assigned to this Program provide
intensive supervision to offenders identified as having gang affiliation. The Berks County Jail
System identifies gang affiliation. The Department is a member of MAGLOCLEN and is able to
access intelligence concerning gang affiliation. This initiative is, also, a response to the Route 222
Drug Corridor Program in which the County participates.

Community Service Program — This Program targets offenders who have committed non-violent
crimes. An offender can be placed in one (1) of two (2) special project work crews operated by
the County. One (1) crew assists in the maintenance of County facilities. The second completes
projects for non-profit organizations and municipalities within the County and removes graffiti
from community properties. Community Service Probation Officers match offenders with specific
non-profit agencies and municipalities that participate in the Program.

Domestic Violence Program — This initiative involves cooperation and communication between
the Family and Criminal Court, the Protection From Abuse (PFA) Office, and the Adult Probation
and Parole Department. The Court orders offenders convicted of Indirect Criminal Contempt or
domestic violence related offenses into an intensive supervision domestic violence caseload. One
(1) adult probation officer is assigned to the Program. The officer is trained to teach a twelve (12)
week cognitive—behavioral program designed to address the domestic violence cycle. Groups are
separated by gender. An eight (8) week anger management course is, also, offered by the
Department.

Driving Under the Influence (DUI) Treatment Court — This is a long-term Program of judicial
intervention, intensive supervision, and treatment/counseling that focuses on bringing about
positive behavioral changes and ending DUI recidivism. The offender population eligible for this
Program includes third time DUI offenders, DUI offenders pending revocation, as well as any DUI
offender the Court deems appropriate. The Program has three (3) phases of six (6) months each
that includes intensive supervision, treatment, and regular appearance before the Court. There
are four (4) adult probation officers assigned who are working toward certification as addictions
counselors. The Program is fully funded by the County.

Drug/Mental Health Treatment Court - This Program targets non-violent offenders who have a
history of substance abuse and/or addiction, and/or a mental iliness. The Program is divided into
four (4) phases and lasts twelve (12) months. If necessary, participation can be extended to
eighteen (18) months. The phases are designed to stabilize the offender based on current
treatment needs, teach recovery skills and positive lifestyle changes, foster the internalization of
recovery concepts, and maintain continued support outside of the Treatment Court.

Offender Workforce Development Program — Two (2) adult probation officers were certified as
workforce development specialists in 2011. The officers provide job readiness training, conduct
mock employment interviews, and coordinate job fairs for offenders.

Operation Nightlight — This Program increases the Department’s visibility in the community
during non-traditional hours through collaboration with the City of Reading Police Department,



the Boyertown Borough Police Department, the Muhlenburg Township Police Department, the
Pennsylvania State Police (PSP), West Reading Police Department, and the Berks County Sheriff’s
Department. The Program strives to enhance the safety and protection of the community as a
whole by conducting night time home visits and street patrols. The Program operates from March
through December.

B Second Time Offender Program (STOP) — This is an Intermediate Punishment Program utilizing
drug/alcohol treatment and electronic monitoring as a sentencing alternative for second time DUI
offenders.

B Sexual Offender Program — This Program provides proactive supervision and treatment of
convicted sexual offenders to prevent recidivism. Offenders are required to be evaluated and
participate in treatment during the period of supervision. The offender, also, receives special
conditions as part of the Program. Two (2) adult probation officers are assigned to the Program.

B Veterans Court — This Program focuses on veterans who experienced combat. The offender is
assigned an advocate from the U. S. Department of Veterans Affairs who coordinates all treatment
needs. The Program has four (4) phases, each lasting three (3) months. The Program lasts one (1)
year with decreasing number of Court appearances and supervision contacts as the offender
progresses through the phases.

B Warrants Unit — This unit was established in December 2013, to serve warrants on probation and
parole violators.

In addition to the above-cited programs the Department provides the following specialized services:
Accelerated Rehabilitative Disposition Program
Alcohol Highway Safe Driving Program
DNA collection
Driving Under Suspension (D.U.S.) Program
Electronic Monitoring
Intensive Supervision of Drug Offenders
Intermediate Punishment Program
Hispanic Services
Pre-Sentence Investigation Unit
Participation in the U.S. Marshall’s Task Force



