
BLAIR COUNTY 
 

The Department provides the following programs and specialized services: 
 

 Cognitive–Behavioral Treatment Programs – The Breaking Barriers Program is an eight (8) week 
video training series facilitated by a Probation Officer. The Cognitive Behavioral Treatment 
Curriculum is a sixteen (16) week Program based on a series of workbooks.  The offender works 
through the workbooks, which are titled Intake & Orientation, Socialization and Criminal & 
Addictive Thinking. Both Programs are effective at creating awareness that change is possible and 
then providing tools to develop cognitive thinking skills so change can take place. 

 
 Doctor Dad Program – This Program is taught by the Blair County Respiratory Disease Society in 

the Blair County Adult Probation and Parole Office.  This workshop enhances a father’s parenting 
skills in caring for the health and safety of his infant or toddler.  This Program is sponsored by the 
National Fatherhood Initiative. 

 
 Drug/Re-Entry Court – This Program focuses on drug and alcohol treatment for the addicted 

offender. Sentences are tailored to meet the individual needs of each offender and to hold each 
offender accountable in the treatment and total recovery process.  Offenders are sentenced to 
restrictive sanctions such as electronic monitoring and house arrest combined with treatment. 
This Program provides the means for swift judicial intervention for those offenders who fail to 
adequately meet requirements. 

 
 Drug Testing Program – The purpose of drug testing is twofold:  to protect the community and to 

rehabilitate the offender. The Court and the Department recognize the strong correlation 
between substance abuse and the commission of criminal offenses.  All specialty court 
participants are required to have regular, but random, drug screening throughout the duration of 
the Program.  Any offender with a history of substance abuse may be Court-ordered to drug 
testing and/or treatment. 

 
 Intensive Supervision Program – The Court may use intensive supervision for those offenders 

where less stringent supervision has failed, but for which incarceration may not be necessary.  
One (1) adult probation officer is dedicated to the Program.   

 
 Intermediate Punishment Program – The Intermediate Punishment Program targets offenders 

convicted of Driving Under the Influence (DUI) and Driving During Suspension for DUI.  The 
offender is placed on electronic monitoring house arrest. This Program has the potential to free 
prison space for higher risk offenders, provide specific deterrence for non-addicted offenders, 
increase employment, and increase participation in treatment. 

 
 Students in Free Enterprise (SIFE) Program and Success Skills Workshop Program - The 

Department collaborates with Penn State University, Altoona.  The goal of this Program is to 
teach adult and juvenile offenders life skills so that they become productive members of the 
community.  The Success Skills Project Team teaches a series of weekly workshops covering the 
following topics:  Resume Writing, Job Search and Application Process, Dress for Success, 
Resume and Application Critique and Revision and Interviewing Skills.  In addition, the Success 
Skills Project Team, along with the Sam Walton Fellows, conduct two (2) videotaped mock 
interviews with each participant, offering feedback and suggestions for improvement. 


