
BUTLER COUNTY 

 

The Department provides the following programs and specialized services: 
 

 Accelerated Rehabilitative Disposition (ARD) Program– This Program is comprised of all first-
time, non-violent offenders, most of whom are Driving Under the Influence (DUI) offenders. The 
Butler County Office of the District Attorney established the eligibility guidelines and has sole 
authority to determine which defendants are recommended to participate. All of the 
Department’s adult probation officers are assigned ARD cases, while one (1) officer is assigned 
ARD/ DUI offenders. ARD offenders may apply to have their case expunged if they successfully 
complete supervision.  

 
 Administrative Hearings– An Administrative Hearing Officer conducts the hearings to resolve 

minor violations and divert the case from formal revocation proceedings. Hearings for technical 
violators and those offenders arrested for non-violent offenses are held on a daily basis. The Court 
grants the hearing officer discretion to impose special conditions to assist the offender in 
achieving success under supervision.  The offender must sign a waiver agreeing not to have their 
hearing before the Court, and to comply with any special conditions imposed by the hearing 
officer.  If the offender continues to be non-compliant the case is scheduled for formal revocation 
proceedings. 
 

 Behavioral Health Court – Behavioral Health Court is a collaboration between the mental health 
and criminal justice systems. It was started in 2015 to address the growing number of individuals 
diagnosed with a mental health disorder who are involved in the criminal justice system. The 
Behavioral Health Court Team includes a Judge, District Attorney, Public Defender, Adult 
Probation Officer, and a Behavioral Health Court Coordinator/Case Manager.  Our mission is to 
provide people with appropriate mental health treatment in lieu of punishment. The court team 
will work together to address mental health needs, criminal justice involvement, and quality of 
life issues.  The program is available to those defendants who are detained at the Butler County 
Prison, are currently on pre-trial supervision or bail, are currently on probation/parole, and/or are 
awaiting preliminary arraignment before a Magisterial District Judge for an eligible criminal 
offense.  Eligibility requirements include evidence of a chronic mental health diagnosis (major 
depression, schizophrenia, bi-polar, PTSD), being a resident of Butler County, and being 18 years 
of age or older.  Any Felony or Misdemeanor charges will be considered and all applications are 
reviewed on a case by case basis.  The referrals can be made by any individual and are forwarded 
to the Behavioral Health Court Probation Officer or Coordinator/Case Manager.  Defendants’ 
admission into the program is subject to the final approval of the District Attorney’s Office.  Once 
accepted into Behavioral Health Court, the participant progresses through 3 phases, each phase 
allowing for more privileges and less requirements.  The time it takes for participants to advance 
to the next phase varies based on the defendant’s progress and is determined by the individuals 
on the Behavioral Health Court Team.  Once a defendant successfully advances through all phases, 
the defendant completes a final graduation assignment and a graduation ceremony is held.   

 
 Community Service Program– Offenders are Court-ordered to the Program or are referred by a 

probation officer.  Participation in community service can be requested as an alternative to work 
off Court-ordered fines and costs.     

 



 Day Reporting Center/Intermediate Punishment (IP) Program– This Program was implemented 
in 2004 with funding from the Pennsylvania Commission on Crime and Delinquency (PCCD).  It is 
comprised of Level 3 and Level 4 Sentencing Guideline offenders. The main components of the 
Program are intensive supervision and drug and alcohol treatment. Upon release from the Butler 
County Prison, many of the offenders are placed in an in-patient program, and then moved to a 
three-quarter or halfway house. They next receive intensive out-patient treatment with house 
arrest, then regular out-patient treatment and, finally, support groups. The Program is twelve (12) 
to eighteen (18) months long.  Upon completion, the offender is transferred to general 
supervision. The Program is assigned one (1) adult probation officer.       

 
 Drug Treatment Court– The mission of the Butler County Drug Treatment Court is to reduce the 

crime rate through a collaborative effort among the members of the community and the criminal 
justice system resulting in a safer community and a better quality of life for all.  The vision of the 
Drug Treatment Court is to be achieved through the diversion of qualifying offenders into a 
program of comprehensive treatment, education, offender accountability, and intensive court 
supervision, to assist participants to gain control of their lives and to stop the cycle of recidivism, 
caused by their addiction.  The Program is available to those defendants who are detained at the 
Butler County Prison, are currently on pre-trial supervision or bail, are currently on 
probation/parole supervision with Butler County, and/or are awaiting preliminary arraignment 
before a Magisterial District Judge for an eligible criminal offense.  Defendants must be 
determined to be alcohol/drug dependent according to DSM-V (fifth edition of the Diagnostic and 
Statistical Manual of Mental Disorders), be 18 years of age or older, and, be a resident of Butler 
County.  The defendant’s admission into the program is subject to the discretion of the District 
Attorney’s Office.  Drug Treatment Court consists of four (4) phases.  The length of time the 
offender will remain in all the phases is dependent upon the participant’s progress in each phase. 
The Probation Officer or Intensive Case Manager will make the initial recommendation for the 
participant to advance to the next phase.  The Drug Treatment Court, however, will make the final 
decision for advancement.  The participant is required to attend all treatment appointments, 
attend 12 step meetings, and provide proof thereof prior to attending Drug Treatment Court.  The 
offender must report to his Probation Officer as directed, submit to drug testing as requested, 
maintain employment, and adhere to a mandatory curfew.  The participant submits an 
application/essay to graduate Drug Treatment Court.  In addition, there is a mandatory period of 
aftercare once a participant graduates. 

 
 House Arrest/Electronic Monitoring (EM) Program– All offenders in this Program are directed to 

participate by order of the Court. Most are serving sentences, but some are ordered by the Court 
as a condition of their pre-trial supervision. The majority of offenders in the Program are Driving 
Under the Influence cases.  Two (2) adult probation officers are assigned to this Program. 

 
 Pre-Trial Program– The goal of this Program is, “to ensure public safety by insuring a defendant’s 

court appearance and compliance with the conditions of his or her bail bond.”  A secondary goal 
is to alleviate overcrowding at the Butler County Prison.  Individuals are placed in this Program by 
a Magisterial District Judge or a Criminal Court Judge. 
 
     

 



 Sexual Offender Program– The grade of supervision of sexual offenders ranges from intensive to 
administrative. It is based upon the level of treatment which is determined by the Static 99 
assessment and the opinion of the therapist. There is one (1) adult probation officer assigned to 
the Program.       
 

 Veterans Court– The Program is open to any current or former member of any branch of the 
military, including the Reserves and National Guard, who was not dishonorably discharged.  
Offenders must be eligible for benefits through the Veterans Administration (VA) or provide proof 
of other insurance, and must meet one (1) of the following clinical criteria: Post-Traumatic Stress 
Disorder, (PTSD), Traumatic Brian Injury, (TBI), Military Sexual Trauma (MST), Drug/Alcohol 
dependency or a psychological and/or substance abuse problem(s) requiring treatment/support.  
Veterans with co-occurring disorders (mental health and substance use) will be evaluated for 
Veterans Court if they otherwise meet the eligibility criteria, but may be referred to Drug Court if 
determined more appropriate, or rejected if those issues/disorders would prohibit satisfactory 
completion of any Veterans Court sentence/program. Referrals will be accepted after criminal 
charges have been filed and the case has been forwarded to the Butler County Court of Common 
Pleas for further disposition.  Any Felony or Misdemeanor charge will be considered, with the 
exception of homicide or sexual offenses.  Referrals will, also, be accepted for offenders who are 
before the Court of Common Pleas for alleged violations of existing probation/parole sentences, 
or as a condition of an Accelerated Rehabilitative Disposition (ARD).  There are four (4) phases of 
the Veterans Court Program.  Each phase is designed to be completed in a minimum of three (3) 
months.  The length of time the offender will remain in all the phases is dependent upon the 
participant’s progress in each phase.  Though not a phase, there is a mandatory period of aftercare 
once a participant graduates. 
 

 Volunteer Program– This is a faith-based Program called “PAC MIN”, for Prison After Care 
Ministry. PAC MIN is an inter-denominational effort of several Butler area Christian churches to 
mentor inmates at the Butler County Prison and facilitate their successful adjustment to the 
community. An offender becomes involved in the Program while he/she is an inmate.  Clergy 
members and volunteers from churches assist offenders with such issues as securing suitable 
housing, finding employment, learning life skills, acquiring clothing and using public 
transportation.  

 


