
DELAWARE COUNTY 
 
The Department provides the following programs and specialized services: 

 
 Community Education Center (CEC) – This is a privately operated halfway house designed for 

offenders who have not been successful in overcoming their cycle of addiction.  The Program 
consists of a supervised drug-free living environment with mandatory participation in Intensive 
Outpatient Treatment. Program participation is twelve (12) weeks.  The offender continues 
outpatient treatment upon discharge.  It is used as a halfway back option or a step down from the 
George W. Hill Correctional Facility. 

 
 Forensic Liaison Program at the George W. Hill Correctional Facility – The Program conducts 

assessments of inmates at the George W. Hill Correctional Facility to identify inmates with mental 
health and/or drug and alcohol needs. The identification and assessment of these offenders 
ensures an improved transition into appropriate support systems in the community upon the 
offender’s release.  The Program salaries are funded through the Delaware County Office of 
Behavioral Health and the benefits package is funded by APPS. Four (4) staff employed by APPS 
are assigned to the Correctional Facility. Correctional Staff, Probation Officers and Judges refer 
offenders for assessments which are coordinated with the mental health and drug and alcohol 
service providers. The Program has been successful in identifying and securing needed services 
for the reentry of the offender into the community. 

 
 Mental Health Court – This specialty court was established in January 2014, to address the needs 

of offenders with serious mental illnesses.  It is a collaborative effort between the Court, Office of 
District Attorney, Office of Public Defender, the Adult Probation and Parole Department, the 
Office of Behavioral Health, and several community - based treatment providers.  In its first year 
of operation, sixteen (16) offenders were accepted into the Program.   

 
 Treatment Court – This Program provides the Court with a drug and alcohol treatment-based 

sentencing alternative for Level 3 and Level 4 Sentencing Guideline Offenders.  The Program is 
twenty-four (24) months to thirty (30) months long.  The Program is funded by a Pennsylvania 
Commission on Crime and Delinquency (PCCD) Restrictive Intermediate Punishment Grant and is 
staffed by three (3) positions including two (2) case planners and one (1) probation officer.  The 
goal of the Program is to treat an offender’s drug and/or alcohol addiction.  The outcome will be 
a reduction in criminal activity as there will not be an addiction to support through criminal 
activity.   

 
 Level 1 and Level 2 Sentencing Guideline Offenders that have drug and or alcohol issues, 

and have been arrested for new charges or violation of probation/parole may be eligible 
for the Program.  The charges must be non-violent in nature.  The offender enters a plea 
of nolo contendre that is held in abeyance.  Upon successful completion of all Program 
requirements, the charges are dismissed and expunged. If the offender fails to 
successfully complete the Program, the plea is entered and the offender is sentenced.  
Three (3) probation officers are assigned to Treatment Court that has a capacity of one 
hundred twenty (120) participants.   

 
 Veterans Court – This Program was implemented in 2011 as part of the Treatment Court.  In 2012, 

it became a standalone Program.  All veterans coming through the court system are screened for 



eligibility.  Participation is voluntary.  The offender is assigned a liaison through the Veterans 
Justice Outreach to coordinate services.  The Program is eighteen (18) months long and involves 
frequent court hearings to monitor progress.  APPS assigns two (2) staff to Veterans Court.  One 
(1) probation officer supervises offenders and one (1) probation supervisor coordinates the 
Program.  

 


