
  

4 graduate Allegheny Reentry Program 
The Allegheny Reentry Program held its 19th 
session on March 24 to recognize the 
achievements of four program participants who 
successfully completed all program phases and are 
now graduates. 
 
This was the third graduating class since the 
program’s inception in 2014. There are 31 other 
participants still participating in the program. 
 
After graduating, two of the four graduates shared 
their experiences about the program. 
 
Parolee Kinney is serving a 5-10 year sentence. 
Kinney stated the biggest challenge he faced when 
he began the program was feeling “alienated” 
upon his release from prison. “I needed to figure 
out who my friends were and who should be 
considered part of my support system if I wanted 
to be successful,” Kinney said. “I spent a lot of my 
time trying to figure this out until I realized that I 
needed to just buckle down and take care of 
myself and not worry about my old friends and 
relationships. They would take care of 
themselves.” 
 

Parolee Stephens is serving a 3 year, 4 month-8 
year sentence. Stephens described the program 
like a “big brother” that helped him stay positive 
from month to month. “I would attend the 
monthly sessions and see myself and the other 
participants going through their struggles. When 
we were not positive or productive, it felt like we 
were personally letting people down,” Stephens 
said. “That was a big motivator for me to make 
strides and keep moving forwards.” 
 
Stephens added that his criminal past was 
centered on being a dealer rather than a drug 
user. “My involvement in the program really 
opened my eyes up to the struggles people with 
addiction issues face and how it affects not only 
them, but their families, jobs, and everyone 
around them,” Stephens said. 
 
The remaining two graduates, parolee Basking and 
parolee Knittel, are serving a 5-10 year and a 2-10 
year sentence respectively. Both men, together 
with Kinney and Stephens, credit Agent Filson for 
being supportive and helpful in their progress 
through the program. 
 
The Reentry Program is one of the several 
initiatives the board collaborates on with other 
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partners for the successful reintegration of offenders into the community. 
 
Established in 2014, The Allegheny Reentry Program is led by Parole Board Member Craig McKay and the 
Honorable Judge Anthony Mariani of the Allegheny County Court of Common Pleas. The program provides 
intensive parole supervision and substance abuse treatment to offenders for 12 to 18 months. It includes 
parole board staff, court staff, representatives from local drug and alcohol and mental health services, and 
community-based providers Renewal Inc., and Geo Services. 
 
The board also has four additional reentry programs established: York County (2005), Lackawanna (2008), 
Dauphin County (2013) and Philadelphia County (2014).  

Board Member Craig McKay 

congratulates each reentry 

graduate and gives them 

their plaque and certificate. 


