State Leaders Introduce Truancy Pilot Program

to Erie Schools

Erie — In a collaborative effort between the Office of State Senator
Sean D. Wiley (D-Erie), the Pennsylvania Board of Probation and
Parole and Erie’s Public Schools, Senator Sean Wiley and Chairman
Michael Potteiger announced a pilot program to combat truancy on
Friday, June 13.

The idea of this pilot program is to identify truant children within
Erie’s Public Schools who have a parent or parents under supervision
with the state Board of Probation and Parole.

Listening to Board Chairman Michael C. Potteiger
make remarks during the press conference are

“The intended goal of this pilot is to target the issues within the [left to right in back] Erie District Director Patricia
home of which truancy is a symptom,” said Senator Wiley. “We want Lightner, Senator Wiley, ASCRA Robert LaBenne
this to be a supportive effort to address the core of the family, and Reentry Services Bureau Director Richard
determining why the child has become truant. As a result, we can work Podgusky.

to identify other support systems that can be put into the home to remedy those core issues.”

This model to combat truancy came from the Chairman of Pennsylvania’s Board of Probation and Parole. Chairman
Potteiger executed a similar pilot in Dauphin County and the Harrisburg School District.

“One of the common denominators when interviewing offenders for parole is a lack of education,” said Chairman of
the Board of Probation and Parole Michael C. Potteiger. “We must stop our children from entering the juvenile justice
system where they often graduate to the adult criminal justice system rather than from high school.”

The intention is to grow the program over time to incorporate more students. However, the pilot will be implemented
during the 2014-15 school year in Erie’s Public Schools under the direction of Superintendent Dr. Jay Badams.

“Research has proven that school attendance is one of three primary factors that are predictive of school dropout and
delinquency,” said Badams. “The pilot program initiated by Chairman Potteiger is a powerful collaborative effort to
ensure that parents in the Commonwealth’s criminal justice system have their children’s education as a top priority.”

The key to this program’s success is information sharing between the agents and the school district to allow
supervisees to be an active part in not only solving their child’s truancy issue early on, but also to prevent court

involvement.

“This information sharing and monitoring will also allow us to better target support services to these students to
remove obstacles to their progress and achievement,” added Badams.

This initiative is further supported by the Office of Children and Youth and Erie County Juvenile Probation.
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