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Parole Board Begins Using GPS Technology to Monitor Offenders,
Continues Efforts to Increase Public Safety and Modity Offender
Behavior

Harrisburg — Pennsylvania Board of Probation and Parole Chairman Michael C. Potteiger today announced that the
Board is now using global positioning system, or GPS, technology to monitor offenders on parole supervision.

“The board has been exploring the use of GPS for some time and we are pleased to announce that this additional
tool will help us monitor the activities of certain offenders in order to increase public safety,” Potteiger said. “This
is yet another example, under Governor Corbett’s leadership, that the Board is making the most of technology to
increase public safety for the benefit of Pennsylvania’s citizens.”

This month the Board completed training in its ten parole districts, and approximately 50 offenders so far have
been placed on GPS electronic monitoring.

Electronic monitoring consists of an ankle unit, or receiver, that is placed on offenders as part of the Board's
comprehensive sanctioning process to monitor the location of parolees and safely supervise them in the
community.

Inclusion and exclusion boundary zones can be established with the monitoring. Inclusion zones are locations
where the offender should be, such as, work, home or counseling offices; and exclusion zones are locations where
the offender is prohibited from going, such as, elementary schools, a spouse’s residence or known gang hangout
areas. These zones can be adjusted as the offender’s behavior exhibits compliance or non-compliance.

The board contracted with iISECUREtrac and 3M Electronic Monitoring
for use of web-based systems that allow parole agents to access status
and monitoring reports from their computer. Information from the
receiver is reported several times a minute. The vendors provide
monitoring services and notify the Board's 24/7 Operations
Monitoring Center when an alert needs to be addressed by the Board.
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Parolees May Now Pay Supervision Fees Online Through

PAePay

Supervision Fees Help Offset Operational Costs, Reduce Taxpayers’ Burden

Harrisburg — Chairman of the Board of Probation and Parole Michael C. Potteiger today announced that parolees
may now pay their monthly supervision fee online via the state judiciary’s website.

“We are pleased to partner with the courts to provide easy access for parolees to pay their state supervision fee
through the courts online payment feature, known as “PAePay,” said Potteiger. “This is another example, under
Gov. Corbett’s leadership, of how state agencies are using technology for the benefit of the taxpayers.”

The monthly supervision fee helps to cover the operational expenses related to a parole agent’s duties, such as
equipment, office space, and vehicles, and it reduces the burden on taxpayers.

“It is important that we hold offenders accountable to meet their financial obligations and this system provides

another option to do so,” Potteiger said.

The Administrative Office of the Pennsylvania Courts began PAePay in 2010 and since then it has increasingly
become a popular method of payment for defendants who annually pay more than $460 million in court-ordered
fines, fees, costs and restitution. Through an agreement with the AOPC, the board will provide files with updated
financial obligation information to AOPC on a daily basis, and the board will be responsible for responding to all

customer service issues and inquiries.

Parolees may use the web-based system to check their current balance and to make a payment using a search by

their parole number or name. If they have questions about what they owe, they should contact their parole agent.

Payments may be made using a Visa, MasterCard, Discover or American Express credit or debit card, or by ATM card
only. A fee of $2.75 is charged per transaction.

For more information about PAePay, visit http://ujsportal.pacourts.us/.

For more information about the Parole Board, visit www.pbpp.state.pa.us.

FAST Response to Absconders

What is an Absconder?

When a parolee is not available for
supervision - fails to report as instructed
or moves without permission to an
unknown residence — the parolee is
declared an “absconder.”

Warrants for Absconder Increase
Public Safety

The Board immediately posts a wanted
notice for all absconders with the
Pennsylvania State Police and in federal
criminal databases.

(continued on page 3)
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FAST ReSponse to AbSCOHderS (continued from page 2)

A high percentage of parolees have substance abuse problems. Typically, these offenders abscond from supervision
so they can continue their drug habit or they have left a community corrections center. By increasing the use of
alternative sanctioning, drug treatment and half-way-back programs, Pennsylvania’s absconder rate is less than the
national average. However, once a parolee fails to report to their agent and cannot be located they are considered
to be a threat to public safety.

The percentage of absconders has declined from 6.2% (1,734) in FY04/05 to 3.3% (1,272) in FY12/13.

24/7 Operations Center

The Board’s Operation’s Monitoring Center (“24/7 Unit”) receives alerts regarding parolees who:
e are on electronic monitoring
e have been arrested
e are absconders in police custody

The 24/7 Unit immediately notifies the appropriate field agent to prevent the absconder from being released from
police custody.

The Board web page contains photographs and demographic information on absconders. The web page can be
accessed at www.pbpp.state.pa.us.

Citizens who have information about an absconder are encouraged to call the appropriate district office between
8:30 am and 5:00 pm. After normal business hours, contact the 24/7 Unit at 800.932.4857 or send an email to ra-
pbppopc@state.pa.us.

Fugitive Apprehension Search Team (FAST) Unit
“FAST” units were created to enhance the Board’s efforts with absconder recovery. FAST units work with local, state
and federal law enforcement officials and the U.S. Marshal’s Service.

While every parole agent has the ability and duty to carry out the recovery of absconders, these specialized units
actively pursue violent crime absconders as a high priority to help ensure public safety.

FAST Units

Total Arrests Since

FAST Unit Inception through FY 12/13
June 30, 2012
Philadelphia October 2002 6,807 617 7,424
Pittsburgh October 2004 1,741 249 1,990
Harrisburg June 2006 947 202 1,149
Erie May 2006 92 83 175
Altoona May 2010 54 30 84
Allentown February 2010* N/A 269 269
Total 9,641 1,450 11,091

*Allentown has had deputized FAST agents since February 2010, but record keeping did not begin until August 2012.



