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PA State Parole Graduates 11 New Agents  
 

HARRISBURG – Eleven men and women graduated from the 126th Basic Training Academy 
(BTA) of the Pennsylvania Board of Probation and Parole today and were assigned to various 
areas throughout the state. 
 
 “These new agents have completed eight weeks of extensive physical and classroom training," 
said Parole Board Chairman Leo L. Dunn.  “They are well prepared to meet the unique daily 
challenges of this law-enforcement profession and I am confident that the skills these new 
agents have learned prepared them to also stand ready to bring a positive change to the lives of 
the citizens they serve.” 
 
The professional development curriculum is critical to developing the skills of probation and 
parole staff in achieving the mission of public safety and reducing recidivism. The training 
program now includes: 
 

 EPICS: Effective Practices for Community Supervision is designed to further incorporate 
evidence-based practices within the confines of a typical offender supervision contact;  

 Up-to-date training by medical professionals on infectious diseases, drug and alcohol 
addictions and recovery programs and mental health issues; 

 Enhanced defense tactics to ensure the safety of the agent and the offender; 

 Recognition of gangs and other security threat groups; 

 Specialized case management of sex offenders; 

 Using risk and needs assessments to assist with successful offender reentry into the 
community; and 

 Training to help assess domestic violence situations and responses to Protection From 
Abuse orders. 
 

“When the joint training program began in 1978, it was basic skills course lasting just five days,” 
said Dunn.  “Now, the training has evolved into a multi-faceted curriculum reflecting the unique 
nature of agents as part law enforcement officer, part counselor, part social worker and part job 
counselor.” 
 
The board recognized Neal Kokatay as the class valedictorian.  Agent Kokatay was presented 
with the honor for achieving the score of 98.2 percent.  Agent Jung Yim received the 
Marksmanship/Top Gun award.   
 
Chairman Dunn was the keynote speaker.  In addition, Greg Young, Director, Bureau of 
Training; Luis Rosa, Director of the Office of Reentry and Quality Assurance; and Christian 
Stephens, Director, Office of Field Probation and Parole Supervision addressed the graduates. 
 
 
 
 



Below is a list of graduates and their new duty stations.  They will report to their assignments on 
September 6. 
 

 Agent Laura Bowman – Chester General Unit 

 Agent Joseph Buccini – Pittsburgh Prep Unit 

 Agent Mark Cox – Dauphin General Unit 

 Agent Brittany Cranmer – Chester General Unit 

 Agent Neal Kokatay – West General Unit 

 Agent Tyrone Lacy – Chester General Unit 

 Agent Gisannette Rivera – SCI Graterford 

 Agent Kelly Schimp – SCI Pittsburgh 

 Agent Jung Yim – Chester General Unit 

 Agent Cheryl Zaladonis – SCI Dallas 

 Executive Assistant Kimberly McGriff – Central Office 
 
The graduation ceremony took place at the Department of Corrections Training Academy in 
Elizabethtown. 
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