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The Citizens Advisory Council (CAC) for Probation and 
Parole in Philadelphia held its 2015 recognition 
ceremony on Thursday, October 1. The recognition 
ceremony is held annually to acknowledge individuals 
who have made a positive impact on probation and 
parole in Philadelphia. 
 
This year’s recipient of the Innovative Institutional 
Probation/Parole Initiatives Award was ASCRA 
Patricia Sutton of the Philadelphia District Office. 
 
Sutton was bestowed with this honor by the CAC for 
developing and coordinating “an innovative Home 
Provider Education Class to orient the families of new 
parolees to reporting requirements and restrictions 
to positively engage them to support their loved 
ones….ASCRA Patricia Sutton has brought her energy 
and special understanding of Philadelphia with her as 
she works with those going through the 
probation/parole system – and their families – to 
ensure that they are getting customized, relevant, 
and uplifting support as they move into the next 
stages of their lives in society.” 
 
Opening remarks for the ceremony were provided by 
Chairman Michael Green. Closing remarks were made 
by Office of Field Probation and Parole Supervision 
Director Dan McIntyre. The Board’s Philadelphia 
Deputy District Director Bonnietta Ferguson and 
Mistress of Ceremonies Patricia Coyne were 
instrumental in the organization of the event. 
 

“The CAC’s continued success comes from the community 
partnerships that work together day in and day out,” 
Chairman Michael L. Green said. “When you look at the 
government agencies, businesses and organizations the 
award winners represent, each of them brings a special 
talent to the probation and parole process in Philadelphia 
and make the reentry of offenders back into the community 
more successful.” 
 
According to the CAC, the recognition ceremony came from 
the “diverse programs, institutions, agencies and individuals 
who are the catalyst for successful reentry of those in the 
probation and parole system in the Philadelphia area.” CAC 
organizers believe there is a need to “identify and 
encourage those making a constructive impact on the 
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probation/parole system – either by making 
improvements, offering support services, or ‘doing 
the right thing’ – to serve as an example and 
inspiration to others.” 
 
In addition to Agent Sutton’s award, the other 
award winners were: 
 
Philadelphia Deputy Police Commissioner Kevin J 
Bethel was presented with the Billy P. Mahoney 
Law Enforcement Award for taking a leadership 
role in the juvenile justice field by addressing the 
school-to-prison pipeline across the nation in an 
effort to ensure a brighter, hopeful future for the 
nation’s young people. 
 
Advocacy awards were presented to: 
 
 James Tayoun for giving his 80+ years to 

working, volunteering and advocating for the 
City of Philadelphia. In his award write-up, the 
CAC explained its difficulty finding the proper 
award category for him. “A citizen 
innovator…a tremendous 
advocate…inspirational former parolee…who 
has lived and breathed just about every facet 
and permutation of Philadelphia politics, who 
understands its nature and underpinnings and 
how things work – and don’t work.” 

 
 Hannah Zellman of Philadelphia FIGHT’s, a 

comprehensive reentry program, for her work 
with HIV affected individuals in the criminal 
justice-involved populations. 
 

 Andrea Lawful-Sanders for her advocacy work 
with children in two groups that grew out of 
her personal mission: V.I.B.E. (Voices Involved 
in Promoting Black Excellence) for African 
American males in grade 7-12 and 
I.M.A.G.I.N.E. (I’m A Girl, Intelligent, Noble and 
Educated). 

 
 Alan Paikin, Esquire, who implemented a legal 

advocacy program at Sobriety Through Out 
Patient (STOP) - a fully licensed intensive 
outpatient substance abuse/mental health 
facility, where he has helped over 700 legal 

contacts covering custody, visitation, child 
support, housing, SSI, traffic court, 
probation/parole, credit, juvenile and adult 
criminal matters. 

 
Successful Alternatives and Citizen Innovations 
awards were presented to: 
 
 Elliot Rosario, Jr., Leader of Cyclist Operations of 

Wash Cycle Laundry, who has taken an active 
role in identifying and reaching out to groups 
and organizations working with reentry and 
disadvantaged populations to recruit them for 
the pedal-powered laundry and dry cleaning 
business.  

 

 Mason Wartman of Rosa’s Fresh Pizza who 
maintains a “pay if forward” with $1 to put a 
Post-It note on the wall of his store for people in 
need. Regardless of your ability to pay, you can 
exchange a slip for a slice of pizza. Rosa’s has 
provided over 10,000 pizza slices and 
beneficiaries have come back to continue to pay 
it forward. 

 
The Citizens Advisory Council Outstanding Service 
was awarded to Warren Knight. Knight has worked 
for several decades in the housing and tenant 
support services in Philadelphia and has been a long-
time member of the CAC. 
 
Effect Support Programs and Institution awards 
were given to: 
 
 City and County of Philadelphia Sheriff Jewell 

Williams for incorporating efficiency and 
professionalism across the ranks in his offices. 
 

 Vincent Faust, the Weight Management and 
Fitness Coordinator and Marketing 
Representative at STOP (Sobriety Through Out 
Patient) in Philadelphia has been essential to the 
efforts to identify and network resources, 
programs,  individuals, and initiatives towards an 
improved probation/parole experience. 

 
 Deputy District Attorney George D. Mosee, Jr, in 

the  Juvenile Division of the Philadelphia District 
Attorney's Office for his work with first-time 
offenders and diversion programs. 
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Director Dan McIntyre ends the event with closing remarks. 
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 Walter Davis, the Director of Marketing & 
Community Development for the Wedge Recovery 
Center, for working with clients in the Philadelphia 
Metropolitan area who are in need of housing, 
treatment (mental health or substance abuse) and 
case management services. Mr. Davis continues to 
support parolees in the PBPP Philadelphia District 
Office as a community resource for many of their 
returning citizens transitioning back into 
Philadelphia with the necessary resources to assist 
them to becoming viable citizens. 

 
 Robert W. Stringer, Jr, executive director of the 

Greater Philadelphia Asian Social Service (GPASS) 
organization, for his work at the multicultural 
outpatient drug and alcohol treatment center 
with an Asian, African American, Latino, and 
Caucasian client base. He has expanded language 
access to Spanish and Mandarin speakers, and has 
worked with Graterford and area parole officers 
to ensure access to quality treatment.  

 
Inspirational Former Parolee awards were given to: 
 
 Timothy Peterman for connecting with former 

inmates and parolees to inspire and uplift them as 
they reenter society while staying clean and sober 
and graduating from college. 

 
 Elvis Rosado, Jr. for his work in the HIV/AIDS 

community to help promote education, 
prevention, intervention, assistance and training 
efforts with Narcan. 

 

 Edwin DeSamour whose passion to help led to 
the foundation of MIMIC – Men in Motion in 
the Community, an organization comprised of 
men from the community who have 
transformed their lives and who are passionate 
about decreasing violence. 
 

 James Johnson, who after being incarcerated 
for 22 years, returned to his West Philadelphia 
community committed to a life of service. 

 
The mission of the CAC Probation and Parole in 
Philadelphia is to improve the probation and parole 
experience by building understanding and 
enhanced lines of communications among the 
individuals, groups, and systems involved with or 
impacted by the probation and parole system. 


