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PA State Parole Graduates 34 New Agents  
 

HARRISBURG – Thirty-four men and women graduated from the 125th Basic Training Academy 
(BTA) of the Pennsylvania Board of Probation and Parole today and were assigned to various 
areas throughout the state. 
 
“These new agents have received eight weeks of extensive physical and classroom training – 
and are now fully prepared to meet the unique challenges of this profession and to serve the 
citizens of the Commonwealth,” said Parole Board Chairman Leo L. Dunn. 
 
The professional development curriculum is critical to developing the skills of probation and 
parole staff in achieving the mission of public safety and reducing recidivism. The training 
program now includes: 
 

 EPICS: Effective Practices for Community Supervision is designed to further incorporate 
evidence-based practices within the confines of a typical offender supervision contact;  

 Up-to-date training by medical professionals on infectious diseases, drug and alcohol 
addictions and recovery programs and mental health issues; 

 Enhanced defense tactics to ensure the safety of the agent and the offender; 

 Recognition of gangs and other security threat groups; 

 Specialized case management of sex offenders; 

 Using risk and needs assessments to assist with successful offender reentry into the 
community; and 

 Training to help assess domestic violence situations and responses to Protection From 
Abuse orders. 
 

“When the joint training program began in 1978, it was basic skills course lasting just five days,” 
said Dunn.  “Now, the training has evolved into a multi-faceted curriculum reflecting the unique 
nature of agents as part law enforcement officer, part counselor, part social worker and part job 
counselor.” 
 
The board recognized two valedictorians for the first time in agency history – Agents’ Deborah 
Patton and Robert Sheridan were presented with the honor for achieving the score of 97.9 
percent.  Agent Tracy Long received the Marksmanship/Top Gun award.   
 
Retired Pittsburgh District Director Larry Ludwig was the keynote speaker.  In addition, Greg 
Young, Director, Bureau of Training; Luis Rosa, Director of the Office of Reentry and Quality 
Assurance; and Christian Stephens, Director, Office of Field Probation and Parole Supervision 
addressed the graduates. 
 
 
 
 
 



Below is a list of graduates and their new duty stations.  They will report to their assignments on 
June 27. 
 

 Christopher Cook - Altoona Unit 

 Jason Dreher - Dauphin Unit 

 Peter Eilenfeldt – East Allegheny Unit 

 Joseph Emhof – CMY Corrections Center 

 Makeba Fitzgerald – Norristown Unit 

 Stephen Galmarini – Erie Unit 

 Travis George – Lancaster Unit 

 Patrick Glemser, II – CMY Corrections Center 

 Jonathan Gray – Mental Health Unit 

 Adam Henderson – CMY Corrections Center 

 Tien Ho – Dauphin Unit 

 Matthew Hulick – Mental Health Unit 

 Jillian Hummer – Wernersville Mental Health Unit 

 Kristin Johnson – SCI Camp Hill 

 Justin Johnston – Reading Unit 

 Frederick Kinzel – Pittsburgh Special Need Unit 

 Jacob Kio – South General Unit 

 Caitlin Krulock – Northeast Unit 

 Tracy Long – Erie Unit 

 Sheila Mason – SCI Benner Township 

 Shane McGraw – Reading Unit 

 Justin Mohn – Northeast Unit 

 Dai-Suzanne Morrison – Lancaster Unit 

 Deborah Patton – Altoona Unit 

 Sean Pietrone – Erie Unit 

 Greg Pritchard – Dauphin Unit 

 Mathew Purtell – Greater Washington Unit 

 Amy Ramiza – SCI Muncy 

 Justin Rhodes – York Unit 

 Lara Ruesch – Wernersville Unit 

 Beth Servidio – Erie Unit 

 Robert Sheridan – Mercer Unit 

 Richardo Suzensky – Erie Unit 

 Nicole Torrey – Allentown Unit 
 
The graduation ceremony took place at the Department of Corrections Training Academy in 
Elizabethtown. 
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